


[Notes to editors] 

1. About Inovelon (rufinamide) 

ñInovelonò is a triazole derivative that is structurally unrelated to currently marketed antiepileptic drugs (AEDs). The 

agent is believed to exert its antiepileptic effects by regulating activity of voltage-gated sodium channels in the brain 

involved in the overexcitement of neurons that potentially causes seizures, so as to prolong their inactive state. Eisai 

entered into a license agreement with Novartis Pharma AG in February 2004, under which Novartis granted Eisai the 

exclusive worldwide rights to develop, use, manufacture and market rufinamide for any human therapeutic use 

excluding bipolar mood disorder, anxiety disorders and ophthalmologic disorders. The agent was approved as an 

adjunctive therapy to other AEDs in the treatment of seizures associated with LGS in the European Union in January 

2007 under the brand name Inovelon® and in the United States in November 2008 under the brand name BANZEL®. 

The agent is currently approved in more than 50 countries in the world.  

 

2. About Lennox-Gastaut Syndrome (LGS) 

One of the most rare and severe forms of epilepsy, LGS usually develops in preschool-aged children, many of whom 


