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Eisai and DNDi Enter into a Collaboration and License Agreement  

to Develop a New Drug for Chagas Disease 
 
Eisai Co., Ltd. (Headquarters: Tokyo, President and CEO: Haruo Naito, “Eisai”) and the Drugs for Neglected 
Diseases initiative (DNDi), a non-profit independent foundation, announced today that they have signed a 
collaboration and license agreement for the clinical development of a promising new drug for the treatment of 
Chagas disease, a fatal infectious disease that threatens 100 million people in Latin America and the Caribbean. 
 
Ravuconazole, an anti-fungal drug discovered and developed by Eisai, has been shown in in vitro and in vivo 
to have potent activity against the pathogen responsible for Chagas disease. Under the terms of the agreement, 
DNDi shall retain sole responsibility for the clinical development to assess the safety and efficacy of E1224, 
which is a pro-drug of ravuconazole, in patients with Chagas disease within endemic countries. Eisai shall 
provide DNDi with its scientific expertise in clinical development as well as supply the drug for the clinical 
studies. Eisai shall also have the option to become the industrial partner with DNDi to manufacture, register 
and make available E1224 at an affordable price to the public sector in endemic countries. 
 
“Since the establishment of DNDi in 2003 to develop innovative, safe, affordable and more efficacious 
drugs for the treatment of neglected diseases, this agreement represents a first of its kind in forging a 
partnership with a Japanese pharmaceutical company to bring innovation in health tools to those most 
in need.” declared Dr. Bernard Pécoul, Executive Director of DNDi



 

Note for Editors 
 
About Chagas disease 
Chagas disease is primarily transmitted by large, blood-sucking reduviid insects widely known as “the kissing bug”. 

Chagas disease is endemic in 21 countries across Latin America, with an average of 14,000 deaths per year, Chagas 

disease kills more people in the region each year than any other parasite-born disease, including malaria. These are 

mostly poor people who live in rural areas or migrate to the outskirts of larg


